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COMMENTS ON THE EXAMINER'S 
STATEMENT OF REASONS FOR ALLOWANCE 

Madam: 

In reply to the Examiner's Statement of Reasons for Allowance, provided 
with the Notice of Allowance dated August 26, 2009, Applicants submit the 
following comments. 

Initially, Applicants note that the title of the application on form PTOL-85 
is incorrect. The proper title of the application is "METHODS OF USING 
GEOMETRIC CONSTRUCTS FOR NEUTRONICS MODELING." 

The Examiner indicates that the recited criticality analysis including 
defining a neutronic characteristic of a geometric construct as if it were 
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completely filled with a plurality of the other geometric constructs without 
inputting the neutronic characteristic of the geometric construct is not 
disclosed by any of the art of record. Although Applicants agree that this claim 
limitation is not taught or suggested by the prior art, individually or in 
combination, Applicants wish to emphasize that even if a criticality analysis 
involving the recited non-input filling were to be found, a person skilled in the 
art would not necessarily be motivated or able to combine them with the 
teachings of the art of record without significantly departing from the purpose 
and operational characteristics of the modeling regimes in the applied 
references. Thus, Applicants respectfully submit that a specific motivation to 
modify the art of record and a detailed teaching of how such modification may 
be achieved with expected success must farther be identified in order to meet 
the claim elements missing from the art of record. 
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Should there be any outstanding matters that need to be resolved in the 
present application, the Examiner is respectfully requested to contact Gary 
Yacura at the telephone number of the undersigned below. 

If necessary, the Commissioner is hereby authorized in this, concurrent, 
and future replies, to charge payment or credit any overpayment to Deposit 
Account No. 08-0750 for any additional fees required under 37 C.F.R. § 1.16 or 
under 37 C.F.R. § 1.17; particularly, extension of time fees. 

Respectfully submitted, 

HARNESS, DICKEY, & PIERCE, P.L.C. 



By /Ryan Alley/ 

Ryan E. Alley, Reg. No. 60,977 
Gary D. Yacura, Reg. No. 35,416 
P.O. Box 8910 
Reston, Virginia 20195 
(703) 668-8000 

GDY/REA/wvw 
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